Laptop Requirements for Fall 2011 - Slane College of Communications and Fine Arts

Beginning with the Fall 2011 semester, all incoming Slane College of Communications and Fine Arts freshmen and transfer students are required to have a laptop computer. Certain majors are required to have an Apple® MacBook or MacBook Pro; see the list below. Incoming freshmen who already own an older laptop may opt to continue using it freshman year before upgrading to meet required program specifications. The college recommends an Apple® MacBook or MacBook Pro for all majors.

All laptops must meet the following minimum specifications:

· Processor: Intel Core 2 Duo 2.0GHz or faster, or Intel Core I5 or I7 2.0GHz or faster

· Memory: 4GB or higher

· Storage capacity: 250GB or higher

· Screen size: 13” or larger

· Operating system: OSX 10.6 or higher, or Windows Vista or 7.

In addition, the following majors have specific laptop requirements as indicated:

Art/Graphic Design Majors & Art/Photography Majors

·  Laptop: MacBook or MacBook Pro

Interactive Media Majors

·  Laptop: 15-inch MacBook Pro

Students in other majors or concentrations may choose any brand of laptop that meets the minimum specifications.

Apple® laptops are available at the Bradley Apple Store.  Discounts on Dell laptops can be found at the Bradley Dell Store.  Software can also be purchased through a variety of online retailers that provide educational discounts. We suggest using JourneyEd.  Proof of student status may be required to place an order for hardware or software.  Laptops can be purchased from any source.

All incoming Slane College students are required to have the current version of Microsoft Office or compatible Office software (for Mac or PC as appropriate).  Other software will be required on a course-by-course basis.

With proper documentation, the expense incurred to secure required technology may be added to a student’s total cost-of-attendance. This inclusion will enable expanded parent borrowing opportunities. Contact the BU Financial Assistance office for further information at 309-677-3089.        
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LAPTOP QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

What about a Windows laptop?

While Windows dominates the personal and business computing markets, Macintosh is still the tool of choice for creative production.  The faculty in the Slane College of Communications and Fine Arts are experts in their respective fields.  The majority not only use Macs for their own personal work, but also feel it is the best computer for students in their area of study.  If you have never used a Mac before, we provide free streaming video training that covers everything from the basics of OSX (the Mac operating system) to the various software packages used in the courses.

Students who wish to still be able to use Windows are encouraged to use Apple’s BootCamp software.  This free software built into OSX allows you to create a “dual-boot” system on your computer, able to run OSX or Windows.  A valid Windows installer and license key for Windows 7, Vista or XP is required.  Another option is to run Parallels, which allows Windows to be run from inside OSX.  This allows for instant switching between the two operating systems and easier sharing of files and other resources between the two operating systems.

What software will I need?  Where do I buy it?

Students should have the current version of Microsoft Office for Mac or PC. Beyond that, software is very much like a textbook, in that every course can be different.  Some courses may require several different kinds of software.  Others may not require any.  Some software can be used for more than one course, like the Adobe Creative Suite (for some majors).  Instructors will provide information on the software needed for their course in their syllabus.

Software can be purchased from a number of online retailers that offer substantial educational discounts.  Journey Ed and Academic Superstore are two of the larger online retailers.  Shop around and find the best deal.  You may need to prove your student status with a copy of your ID, a recent tuition bill or by using your Bradley e-mail address.

What do students do when they have a problem with their laptop?

We strongly encourage everyone to purchase AppleCare with the MacBook.  The AppleCare Protection Plan is an integrated service and support solution that extends the warranty coverage on your Mac to three years from the date of purchase.  This comprehensive plan includes both expert telephone assistance and hardware repair.  Hardware repair may be able to be done on-site or Apple will pay for next-day shipping to and from the student.  They even overnight you a box!  While the laptop is out for repair, the Slane College offers laptops for temporary checkout inside the building.  This coverage does NOT include accidental damage or theft (see “What about insurance?” below).  If you opt to go without AppleCare, students can take their machines to any Authorized Apple Repair Center for service.  In Peoria, the closest location is Best Buy.

What about the other Apple laptops?

The 17” MacBook Pro is nice, but too big to be convenient for most students to carry to and from class.  We recommend that students interested in a larger display purchase an external LCD monitor for their apartment or dorm.  Most flat panel TVs have a computer input.  The MacBook Air is the thinnest, lightest laptop out there, but it does not have an optical drive (DVD or CD). The computer comes with software to install on any nearby PC or Mac to “borrow” that computer’s drive via the network in order to burn or read from discs, but that takes time to do.  Burning discs for class projects or personal work is commonplace, and it may end up being less convenient in the long run and not acceptable by faculty.

Can I finance the laptop?

Financing is available through Apple, and the interest rate is similar to the average credit card.  With proper documentation, the expense incurred to secure required technology may be added to a student’s total cost-of-attendance.  This inclusion will enable expanded parent borrowing opportunities.  Contact the Bradley Financial Assistance office for further information at 309-677-3089.

What about insurance?

Most insurance companies require an additional rider to cover the laptop from theft or accidental damage.  This is often very inexpensive.  Check with your homeowner’s insurance provider.  Purchasing your laptop through Best Buy bypasses the student discount you get direct from Apple, but you can opt for Best Buy’s extended warranty that covers a variety of problems over and above the Applecare warranty.

 What other technology items are recommended?

· An external USB or Firewire hard drive with the same or greater capacity of the laptop.  This can be used for both automated backup of your system (“Time Machine” is a very slick, invisible, full backup utility built into OSX) as well as for transporting large files if needed. 

· Mini display port to VGA adapter.  This $29 adapter lets you connect your Apple laptop to a classroom projector for presentations.

· USB flash drive.  These small, inexpensive keychain-type drives are great for portable, quick storage.  The basic speech course (COM 103) requires you to have one.  The major brands are best to go with as they offer faster transfer speed.

· Laptop lock, sometimes called a Kensington lock, is a bike lock for your computer to deter theft.  All laptops have a small slot on the side or back that accepts this lock’s special fitting.  

This small cable lock fits into a slot designed into all laptops and can be used for quickly and easily securing the laptop to a desk in a dorm room, library or a classroom if the laptop will be left unattended for even a short amount of time. These can be found at most electronics stores or online. 

